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Newspaper Clips 
February 10, 2016 

Screening of film on Kashmir triggers row in IIT-Delhi 

Some students disrupt the show, calling it ‘anti-national’  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/screening-of-film-on-kashmir-triggers-row-in-

iitdelhi/article8215045.ece 

For the last six months, research scholars associated with the Centre of Social Sciences and Humanities at the 

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT-D), watched films, a routine event on weekends at 5 p.m., which was 

followed inevitably by discussions, sometimes in the presence of the director.  

A process, the faculty and students looked forward to. On January 29, when the Film Society, brainchild of the 

centre, screened Iffat Fatima’s Khoon Diy Baarav (On a Trail of Vanished Blood), a film on Kashmir, not only 

were the proceedings disrupted, the viewers were asked to explain whether the screening was tantamount to 

being “anti-national.”  

When the film was screened on January 29, a couple of students from the Applied Mechanics department 

sought to disrupt the screening, calling it anti-national. These students wrote to the officiating director, 

Professor K. Thyagarajan, who has forwarded the mail to the centre, seeking a detailed discussion from the 

department for screening the film. 

Even as attempts were made to downplay the exchange of mails between the authorities in the IIT, what has 

upset the centre is the reaction the film has evoked in some students who were not present for the screening and 

their attempt to disrupt it.  

“There was a heated exchange between those who watched and those who protested the screening,” said those 

who watched the film. The Film Society was meant to encourage students’ engagement with meaningful 

cinema. The head of the centre, Ravinder Kaur, said: “We should have the freedom to discuss a whole range of 

opinions, and centres such as IITs, should retain the right to discuss sensitive issues that cinema often raises in 

its audience.”  

Ms. Kaur said she was hopeful the centre would continue to show cinema to its students. It is also learnt that the 

centre will be discussing the matter with Mr. Thyagarajan on Wednesday. 

While sources in the department said those students who disrupted the screening had complained to the director, 

and not those whose viewing was marred by the act, the behaviour of the disruptive students was unacceptable. 

The society which is six-months-old, showcases contemporary, meaningful cinema often resulting in lengthy 

discussions. Mr. Thyagarajan was unavailable for comments though an email was sent to him. 

IIT Delhi has been in the news for high-profile visits of Baba Ramdev, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and the 

Brahmakumaris in the recent past. 
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Nothing Destroys Childhood Like IIT and IIM'  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Nothing-Destroys-Childhood-Like-IIT-and-

IIM/2016/02/09/article3268890.ece 

Professor Shiv Visvanathan may have been dismissed from four colleges and recently transferred from his latest 

department of work, but he lives to fight another day. And his message resonated with hundreds of high 

pressured students at the ThinkEdu Conclave 2016. "Nothing destroys childhood like an IIT or IIM," he said, to 

a roar of applause on Tuesday.  

The social scientist from the Jindal School of Government and Public Policy in Haryana added to more cheers, 

"Childhood is about invention. As a friend said, our scientists are very good as summarisers, they are not 

originals. This is the problem with IIT. It teaches convergence, not divergence." 

Speaking for diversity over uniformity, Visvanathan went on to elaborate that inventive thinking can hardly be 

encouraged when the focus is to get one and only one 'correct' answer in a pre-board exam, rather than explore 

the possibilities. "Science is about invention, new theories, new possiblities - and what we have are government 

programmes and official professors destroying this dream," he added.  

Instead he said, the need of the hour is for teachers to introduce a sense of playfulness in their methods. This as 

opposed to standardised 'rankings' that are often confused for 'excellence' to meet lofty ideals that in effect 

extinguish a child's right to dream, debate and make a difference. Visvanathan also pointed out that waiting a 

decade for government approvals to change a syllabus was not the way and perhaps it was time for a child to 

offer some perspective. "We need a child to tell the BJP emperor that he has no clothes," Visvanathan made a 

bold metaphor of breaking through the illusion that is well with the education system. 

Criticising the government for taking the joy out of learning, the professor signed off, "Childhood is a time of 

invention or joy. And I don't see any joy in IIT or Mr Modi." 

Cognitive Science at IIT Gandhinagar  

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/cognitive-science-at-iit-gandhinagar-39849803 

 

 

Cognitive science, a term that brings a blank and perplexed look on a lot of people, in simple terms, is the study 

of mental processes. It is, therefore, a branch of science that is trying to unravel the mysteries of the black box, 

commonly known as the 'brain'. Cognitive Science is one of the emerging fields of study that incorporates, but 

is not restricted to, areas like neuroscience, psychology, artificial intelligence, anthropology and philosophy. 
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There is a general consensus among researches worldwide that brain and its processes can be understood only 

with an inter-disciplinary approach. Based on this viewpoint, a technology and engineering institute, IIT 

Gandhinagar started a PhD programme in Cognitive Science back in 2010. The institute also started a Masters 

programme in 2013.  

Well, it is quite paradoxical to see a technological institute engaging in a discourse like Cognitive Science. But 

the institute takes pride in its endeavor to indulge in an area that has tremendous applications ranging from 

machine learning to developing novel tools for various behavioral & neurological disorders. And, as of now, IIT 

Gandhinagar is the only IIT that offers a Masters programme in Cognitive Science. 

The programme in Cognitive Science started at IIT Gandhinagar with some highly thought-provoking and 

dedicated efforts of a few people. Prof. Jaison Manjaly, who is known for laying the foundation stones of 

Cognitive Science at this institute, had put forth the proposal for commencing this programme. The institute 

happily gave a nod to this and recruited some highly experienced researchers. Currently, there are five faculty-

in-residence who are part of this discipline- Prof. Jaison Manjaly, Prof. Krishna Prasad Miyapuram, Prof. Meera 

Sunny, Prof. Uttama Lahiri and Prof. Pratik Mutha. Each of these faculty is specialised in different areas of 

cognitive science, thereby giving an inter-disciplinary flavour to this programme in a true sense. Some of the 

broad research interests of these faculty are: consciousness, sense of agency & privacy; brain imaging, learning 

& consumer behaviour; visual attention & embodied cognition; artificial intelligence & affective computing; 

and sensorimotor control, learning & movement disorders. Apart from these faculties, there are some visiting 

faculties as well that are associated with this program- Prof. Frederick Coolidge, Prof. Manuel Ramos, Prof. 

Angus McBlane and Prof. Bipin Indurkhya.  

Early in 2015 the discipline of Cognitive Science at IIT Gandhinagar became a centre and is now known as 

Centre for Cognitive Science. This one-year old centre is expanding itself both in terms of the number of 

researchers and highly advance & sophisticated research facilities in order to carry out cutting-edge research in 

so called "one of the four pillars of knowledge of the 21st century"- Cognitive Science.   

P.S- Visit the official page of the Centre for Cognitive Science, IIT Gandhinagar here to know more about your 

mental processes!!! 

 

 

This article is part of PaGaLGuY's innovative internship certification programme for engineering students. 

Currently, two such programmes are on - one is an Internship in Creative Writing, and the other is a 

Certification in Digital Media. If you are interested in partaking and bagging a certificate, besides learning the 

nuances of effective writing, write to us at wordslingers@pagalguy.com 

Note: This article about IIT Gandhinagar has not been written by the PaGaLGuY Editorial Team. Readers should research 

and verify the claims and judgements in the article before reaching a conclusion.  
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